
 
 

 
 
Mission Viejo High School's “The Unloved” is quite a lovable show! 
 

A fast paced, high energy production follows the love affair of Tristan and Iseult. When Iseult's husband, 
King Mark learns the truth, Tristan and Iseult are forced to part ways, leaving Tristan heartbroken. 
 

Tristan (Jacob Beaver) has great physicality. During fight scenes, he fully commits to the choreography, 
making the fights seem incredibly realistic. While dancing with his love Iseult (Kaylia Pham), they carry a 
sense of elegance in their movements, creating beautiful chemistry between the two of them. 
 

Whitehands (Kayla Holliday) impressively shows a wide range of emotions. At the beginning, she is soft, 
subtle, and serious. Eventually, everything inside her builds up until she explodes, letting out all of the 
emotions that were held within. This creates a heart wrenching, yet beautiful moment in the show. 

 
Frocin (Kenny Cook) brings a fun, strong stage presence to the show. His bubbly energy and impeccable 
comedic timing allow him to win the hearts of the audience. While he adds comedic relief to the show, he 
also gives the audience someone to relate to, making his sad moments, such as when he becomes a part 

of the Unloved Club, incredibly heartbreaking. 
 
The members of the Unloved ensemble add lots of fun and excitement to the show. Pre-show, they 
interact with the audience by handing out notes, searching for love in the audience with their binoculars, 

and walk depressingly through the rows of audience members. Each member fully commits to over the 
top facials, creating lots of funny visuals. 
 

The costume crew cleverly designs unique looks for each character. Tristan, who carries confidence and 
energy is shirtless for most of the show. Iseult initially wears white, but then she is put in a red dress at 
the end of the show, highlighting the fact that she betrayed her husband. The members in the Unloved 
ensemble wear black hoodies, and whenever a character becomes Unloved, they put on a black hoodie, 

helping to establish that they are now in the Club of the Unloved. 
 
Great physicality and facials of the actors mixed with thoughtful costumes and choreography work 

together to create a fantastic production. 
 
by Caleb Martinez of Capistrano Valley 
 

-------------------------------------------------- 
 
Mission Viejo High School's "The Unloved" 

 
The Legend of Tristan and Iseult includes tragedy, adultery, and medieval love. It follows Tristan, King 
Mark's Knight, and his journey to fetch Princess Iseult. Tristan does so, but on his way back something 
goes wrong. Both he and the princess drink a love potion and end up falling madly in love. Thus, the 

story begins. However, what if this story took place in the 1960s instead of 12th century? With live music 
and an eccentric group called the Unloved, we're on our way. 
 

Within the Club of the Unloved is the band "The Heartbreakers", setting the mood for the evening. Their 
setlist includes songs fitting to the show, such as "Build Me Up Buttercup" and "I Put A Spell On You". 
Alongside the band is the Unloved. The group passes out notes during the pre-show and intermission, 
asking things such as "Friends?" or "Does somebody love you?". Overall the pre-show entertainment was 

just that, entertaining! 



 
Jacob Beaver embodies the suave knight, Tristan. With a wide stance, and furrowed brows he commands 

attention. Alongside him is Iseult, played by Kaylia Pham. Pham's acting is realistic. Her furrowed brows 
and crossed arms displaying her distress. The two work together to create visuals that are jaw-dropping. 
The dancers implemented just enough 60's dance moves throughout for it to be effective. Choreography 
was well executed. 

 
A standout performance would have to be Kenny Cook as Frocin. The giddy sidekick gives a performance 
that's one to look out for. His pining for King Mark's love served as the comedic relief. With clenched fists 

he addresses the audience with his rhyming plans. While extremely funny, he also delivers a 
heartbreaking performance when he is rejected by King Mark. He then joins the Unloved. 
 
The set is simplistic, which is fitting for the elaborate story. The simplicity allows for multiple settings, 

such as the Club of the Unloved and Tristan's boat.  With nautical elements such as a hammock, a mast, 
and even a pulley system with attached bungee cords. Every point of the set is used at one point or 
another. 

 
All in all, Mission Viejo High School's "The Unloved" certainly had a lot of love put into it. It does a great 
job at retelling the story of Tristan and Iseult in a new light. 
 

 
by Chloe Konoske of Capistrano Valley 
 
-------------------------------------------------- 

 
Mission Viejo's “The Unloved” is absolutely lovable! 
 

At a 1960's nightclub occupied by those who are "Unloved," the tragic tale of two star-crossed lovers, 
Tristan and Iseult, is recounted. When conflicts between Cornwall and Ireland arise, Frenchman Tristan is 
sent to retrieve Iseult (of Ireland) to marry King Mark of Cornwall. However, through a careless mix-up, 
Tristan and Iseult fall in love. 

 
As Iseult, Kaylia Pham consistently portrays her character's deep longing through longing stares and 
concerned facials. She strides across the stage with a bounce in her step, showcasing her youthful 

nature. Her posture and tone of voice, on the other hand, exemplify her maturity as she is put in a role of 
royalty. 
 
Jacob Beaver plays an eye-grabbing Tristan as he confidently crosses the stage with his chin high. His 

slight smirks, radiant tone, and strong stance shows his assurance in himself and his abilities. 
 
Whitehands (Kayla Holliday) is exceptionally poised as she narrates the story. Her posture and slight, 

graceful movements add to her smooth, piercing tone of voice. However, as she is revealed as deeply 
unloved, Holliday's voice becomes shaky, her presence diminishing, showing her character's loss of 
confidence. 
 

Liam Shannon's impressive portrayal of King Mark is royally made up of his beaming, poetic tone of voice. 
It also shines through his powerful movement about the stage. When the King faces disappointment in 
love, Shannon remains strong, but avoids eye contact with others onstage. 

 
King Mark's right-hand man, Frocin (Kenny Cook) adds comedic relief to the show. Through stomping and 
screaming when things don't go perfectly, his insecurities are apparent and hilarious. When Frocin is 
rejected time and time again, Cook adds to these heartbreaking moments with sad puppy eyes and a 

lowered head. 



 
The various crews embody the 1960's vibe of the show by adding specific elements. The costumes (by 

Emily Collins) capture the 1960's style while also reflecting the demeanor of each character. The 
choreography (by actors Beaver and Pham) also fits the time period while adding to various moods of the 
show at different times. The creative elements, such as The Heartbreakers band, added to the nightclub 
feel with beloved tunes of the time. Cohesively displaying these elements, stage manager Sophia Berry 

calls seamless cues and transitions. 
 
“The Unloved” demonstrates that love is a sacred, beautiful, and fatal thing that only some are lucky 

enough to experience in its pure form. 
 
by Claire Scott of Capistrano Valley 
 

-------------------------------------------------- 
 
Mission Viejo High School's production of “The Unloved” is a sentimental sensation! 

 
At a night Club set in the 1960's, all neglected lovers are welcome to spend the night at the Club of The 
Unloved. The adaptation of Mission Viejo's show was inspired by the various versions of the Legend of 
Tristan and Iseult and the results of their talents and creativity didn't fail to shine on stage. 

 
The show opens with the nightclub owner Whitehands, played by Kayla Holliday who welcomes viewers 
to the Club and narrates the story of the show. Holliday's confident and poised expressions and 
movements set her character apart in the show. While Holliday remained being the narrator of the show 

she also brought a sense of reality into the show as she chimed in during scenes. The courageous Tristan 
played by Jacob Beaver showed a great amount of passion with his character. Beaver's variety of 
emotional expressions and contemporary dancing gave a continuous clear view about his characters 

emotions and transitions through the development of the character. 
 
Iseult played by Kayla Pham started out as the virtuous and strong-willed girl who was willing to fulfill her 
duties with King Mark. However, Iseult soon begins to become conflicted with whom she loves. Iseult 

discovers that she will have to choose to listen to either her heart or mind. Pham's focused eyes and 
stern face contrasted with soft, passionate expressions that were chosen at appropriate moments during 
the show. The Unloved Ensemble added to the show’s execution immensely. Their continuous interaction 

with the audience and lonesome body language set the mood for the show, and added as a great 
translation to the story.  
 
The Creativity of the show performed by The Heartbreakers Band brought the show to life and helped the 

artistic choices of the show all come together. The Heartbreakers Band created the night Club ambiance 
by playing during the breaks of the show and even during the run of the show. The extremely innovative 
choreography of the show created by Jacob Beaver and Kayla Pham acted as a wonderful translation 

through different events and emotions of the story. The original usage of bungee cords that were 
incorporated in the dances was an amazing artistic choice to the performance. 
 
The reimagined story of “The Unloved” is a timeless tale that shares the sorrow of a forbidden love that 

will never die out.  
 
by Ellie Mezak of Capistrano Valley 

 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 
Mission Viejo High School's “The Unloved” is Legendary! 

 



“The Unloved “is a beautiful re-telling of the tragic legend of Tristan and Iseult and their doomed, 
passionate love. Loss, betrayal, joy, and devotion are all beautifully expressed in this show through 

enchanting movement, acting, and technical choices. 
 
The show centers around the encapsulating relationship that forms between Iseult (Kaylia Pham) and 
Tristan (Jacob Beaver). With passion in his eyes, Beaver saunters onstage, demanding the room. His 

every move is calculated and intentional. Ending the show in heartbreak, Beaver throws himself to the 
ground, clutches his wounds, and yells for Iseult. 
 

Kaylia Pham shows impressive emotional range as Iseult, a fierce and striking woman. She begins the 
show wielding a knife, eyes wide open in anger, screaming, and ready to attack Tristan for the murder of 
her brother. By the end, however, Pham is seen crying and clutching her beloved's dead body, huddled 
on the ground in a pit of despair and anguish. 

 
Although the acting and chemistry between the two is magnetic, the true astonishment is their dancing. 
Riveting and sincere, the two leads showcase impeccable movement which aids in the telling of their 

dramatic plight. From an up-tempo dance of playful first love, to a slow and emotional piece of love's last 
embrace, the couple excels in all they seek to accomplish. 
 
A standout role is that of Kayla Holliday as Whitehands. In a cool and sultry voice, Holliday directs the 

show. Head tilted back in a confident and boss-like demeanor, she commands the stage with every slight 
wave of her hand. 
 
Kenny Cook and Logan Booth portray comedic characters that lighten the show. Cook, a gentle and 

persistent steward to King Mark (Liam Shannon) delivers several well-timed monologues addressing his 
unadulterated puppy-love for his king. Booth, in contrast, is loud, abrasive, and possesses a lively Irish 
accent which lends itself well to his boisterous comedy. 

 
This story lends itself beautifully to music, and the creativity of the whole Mission Viejo High School Crew 
is seamlessly puts together this extraordinary show. Every cue being called (Sophia Berry) and costume 
that is changed (Emily Collins, Makenna Dement) is succinct and enhances the overall creative splendor 

of the show. Showing the progression of characters who enter the "Unloved Club" via dark hoodies is a 
unique and inventive touch. Entertaining and evoking, “The Unloved” is a delight to watch. 
 

by Kayla Bryant of Capistrano Valley 
 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 

Show Some Love for Mission Viejo High School's “The Unloved” 
 
MVHS's “The Unloved” is meant for rocking out and having fun. The show follows the legend of Tristan 

and Iseult in the fashion of a 60's Club. Upon arriving at this show, you are welcomed into the Club 
named the Club of the Unloved by members of the Unloved ensemble who pass you depressing notes of 
their rejection, all while fun music is being performed by the Heartbreakers Band. This creates the perfect 
atmosphere for the love story of Tristan who falls in love with King Mark's bride to be. 

 
Tristan (Jacob Beaver) walks confidently across the stage and dances and fights with superb precision. 
Beaver is able to express his character through his body movement and strong gestures. He is able to 

portray the fierceness of his character with his facial expressions, and still show his love through his soft 
motions. 
 
Kayla Holliday as Whitehands commands the stage as she gives a slight grin and folded her hands 

together. Holliday's subtlety in her gestures create a devious character that the audience loves to watch. 



She keeps all her emotions all together as Whitehands is the owner of The Unloved Club. However, at the 
end of the show Holliday is able to show all her emotions of despair through her collapse of confident 

posture and her facial expressions. 
 
Another key part of the show is the Unloved ensemble. From pre-show to the end of show, they are fully 
in character to help bring another element to dances and liveliness of stage. The audience loves them, 

but they still keep their sad expressions continuously. 
 
Choreography by Jacob Beaver and Kaylia Pham provides as a significant story teller. The dance between 

Iseult and Tristan on the ship flawlessly displays the characters falling in love with each other, as well as 
creating a spectacle to watch because of the use of bungies which allows the actors to jump and swing 
across the stage. 
 

Mission Viejo High School's “The Unloved” cast and crew delivers with an entertaining performance. 
 
 

by Kristen Slymen of Capistrano Valley 
 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 

Pain and passion in Mission Viejo's "The Unloved" 
 
This passionate tale roots from the tragic love story of Tristan and Iseult. Which serves as a lifestyle 
cornerstone to a band of broken-hearted souls. 

 
Tristan, a valiant French soldier, journeys to Ireland in search of a prize of a wife for King Mark of 
Cornwall. However, due to a love potion mix-up, an unpremeditated love is ignited between the King's 

betrothed, Iseult, and the warrior, Tristan. 
 
Kaylia Pham captivates as the troubled young Iseult. Her cries and bothered manner takes hold in the 
discovery of her brother's death, as she weeps and tears across the stage. Yet, Pham's strength and 

stoicism shines through as she loosens her furrowed brows and holds her head high as she moves on 
from her sheltered and comfortable life and into the unknown. 
 

Loose and firm, Jacob Beaver, portraying Tristan, saunters on the stage, with a confident yet courteous 
air about him. Beaver's stage presence and energy throughout the duration of the show remains 
consistent and beguiling, as he and his counterpart, Kaylia Pham dance to beautifully choreographed 
numbers, displaying their love and devotion. 

 
Kenny Cook as Frocin, the faithful servant to the King Mark, is hilarious. His stuttering and constant 
affirmation of his adoration to the king, playfully displays the trueness to his word. This contrasts to his 

later performance after a strict and swift rejection by his one love, King Mark.  Cook's teary eyes and 
slouched posture portrays his growing sadness, and induction to the Club of the Unloved. 
 
The creativity beginning the show, is best described as enthralling. The Heartbreakers Band and Unloved 

Club atmosphere that the theatre holds before the show begins, is a dazzling intro to the story to soon be 
told. 
 

The construction of the nautical yet simple set is very well done. The pulley system and bungie cords 
used for very creative dance numbers in the show are safely built for swinging and pulling 
 
With impeccable dancing and acting, and seamless technical execution, Mission Viejo High School's 

performance of "The Unloved" takes a beautiful and heart wrenching story and makes it more than it 



already was. 
 

 
 
by Natalie Hill of Capistrano Valley 
 

-------------------------------------------------- 
 
Heart-Stealing Performance at Mission Viejo High School's "The Unloved" 

 
The production, "The Unloved" by Mission Viejo High School retells an Irish legend and uses the concept 
of how love can change someone's life. 
 

The play begins in the Club of the Unloved, where the owner, Whitehands, tells the audience the story of 
two forbidden lovers, Tristan and Iseult. When King Mark of Cornwall's enemy Prince Morholt is killed by 
Tristan, King Mark vows to marry Princess Iseult, sister of Morholt, and sends Tristan to bring her back. 

While Tristan and Iseult are on the boat to get back to Cornwall, they drunkenly both take love potions, 
which results in them falling madly in love with each other. This is the start of a forbidden love that 
involves sacrifices that they have to make. 
 

Tristan played by Jacob Beaver and Iseult played by Kaylia Pham were able to really show their love for 
each other through their graceful dances and accents that never faltered. Pham does well demonstrating 
her love towards two separate people. 
 

Frocin (Kenny Cook) and Brangian's (McKenzie Norris) small acts brought laughter from the audience as 
both tried to please their masters through flirtatious and funny words. Whitehands, acted by Kayla 
Holliday, narrated the story through ups and downs with a clear voice, and showed how much she cared 

about Tristan until the very end. Her sly personality fit the story perfectly, and her emotional actions at 
the end truly made the play come to life. 
 
King Mark, played by Liam Shannon was able to portray a love-struck man with skill. Shannon plays the 

discovery of his wife's affair very well, and shows how heartbroken he is through actions and words. 
 
Choreographers Jacob Beaver and Kaylia Pham did an amazing job fitting in the theme of the 1960's into 

their dances, from lyrical and contemporary, to an Irish jig. Stage management by Sophia Berry was also 
excellent, and when scenes changed, the crew was quick and quiet, with smooth transitions. 
 
With a talented crew, and lively cast, Mission Viejo High School exceptionally delivered a heart-breaking 

yet appealing production, "The Unloved". 
 
 

by Luna Schaffer of Crean Lutheran 
 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 

Join the Club of the Unloved at Mission Viejo High School's Production of "The Unloved" 
 
Mission Viejo High School's production of "The Unloved" portrays the legend of Tristan and Iseult. The 

legend of Tristan and Iseult is a story of two fated lovers whose undying love for one another is 
forbidden. When King Mark of Cornwall defeats Prince Morhalt of Ireland, he sends Tristan to retrieve 
Princess Iseult. The two fall madly in love due to a love potion and begin their tale of forbidden love. 
 

Throughout this tragic love story, Frocin played by Kenny Cook provides terrific comedic relief. Frocin the 



most devout, obedient servant who would do anything for his King, longs for the love of King Mark (Liam 
Shannon). Frocin consistently yells his love for his King in attempts of protecting King Mark's feelings 

from potentially being hurt. 
  
McKenzie Norris gives an amazing performance as Brangian.  Through her physicality and bubbly tone, 
Norris portrays a loving maid who obediently serves Iseult (Kaylia Pham). After completing a task, Norris 

shows the depth of her character as she falls in love with King Mark, who sees her as nothing more than 
a servant, and joins the Unloved. 
 

Emily Collins and McKenna Dement effectively portrayed emotions and character development through 
the costumes for each character. The symbolizing of the black to portray the Unloved was extremely 
creative and clever. When Brangian switches back places with Iseult, she puts on a black sweater 
symbolizing her becoming a member of the Unloved, the ones who are not loved. Attempting to finally 

have the love of King Mark, Frocin shows the king the truth between Tristan Iseult resulting in his 
transition of becoming a member of the Unloved, shown through the addition of a black hoodie to his 
costume. 

 
The fantastic choreography by Jacob Beaver and Kaylia Pham aided in furthering the relationship 
between Tristan and Iseult and creating scenes. In Act 1, Tristan's (Jacob Beaver) and Iseult's (Kaylia 
Pham) dance on the boat as they journey to Cornwall creatively shows the story of how they fell in love. 

Celebrating the wedding between King Mark and Iseult, everyone celebrates in a fun upbeat Irish song in 
which classic Irish dancing is incorporated as Iseult and her family are from Ireland. 
 
"The Unloved" at Mission Viejo portrays the power of love, its unbreakable bond, and the mess it leaves 

behind. 
 
 

by Amelia Bellah of Dana Hills 
 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 

Mission's “The Unloved' is to die for 
 
The medieval legend of Tristan and Iseult lives on in Mission Viejo High School's production of “The 

Unloved'. Tristan and Iseult are forbidden lovers, doomed from their first kiss. When King Mark of 
Cornwall defeats Morholt of Ireland in battle, the king is determined to marry the Irish princess, Iseult. 
King Mark sends Tristan to Ireland to bring his future queen to Cornwall, but trouble arises when Tristan 
and Iseult fall in love weeks before Iseult is to marry King Mark. 

 
With a charming smile, Jacob Beaver is incredible as Tristan. Beaver is civilized and gentlemanly, 
excellently portraying his character as chivalrous and moral. His bold confidence is complemented by 

Kaylia Pham as Iseult. Pham's gentle facial expressions and poise allow her to be delicate and princess-
like. The two use body language to show their chemistry onstage. 
 
King Mark is played by Liam Shannon, and Shannon uses his stern expressions and powerful voice to play 

this dominant role. The king's assistant, Frocin, is dedicated, loyal follower of the king, played by Kenny 
Cook. Cook's impeccable comedic timing made his role heartbreakingly sweet. Brangian, the Iseult's 
maid, is played by McKenzie Norris with flare and a dazzling smile that showed her character's 

compliance. 
 
The narrator of the old tale is the classy Whitehands played by Kayla Holliday. Holliday uses sophisticated 
gestures and elegant posture portraying her character's high-class. Whitehands' posse is known as The 

Unloved, a group of sorrowful rejects, resembling a Greek chorus from ancient theater. 



 
Choreographers Jacob Beaver and Kaylia Pham incorporated dance into the storyline, using movement to 

portray aspects of love, war, and lust. Dances included impressive combat, love scenes, and remarkable 
acrobatics, using bungees to swing high above the stage. Music was played by a live band onstage, called 
The Heartbreaks. The live band played pieces differing from ‘Wild Thing' to ‘La Vie en Rose' to cultural 
Irish music, featuring various talented singers. 

 
Costuming and makeup by Emily Collins and McKenna Dement accurately matched each character. For 
instance, Iseult's costumes were dainty dresses to show her femininity, and her makeup was light and 

simple to show her youth. Contrastingly, King Mark's costumes were formal and serious and makeup was 
used to make the actor appear older. 
 
Avery Ackerman and McKenzie Norris did phenomenal work marketing the show. In addition to using 

social media, Ackerman and Norris created a school-wide scavenger hunt to publicize the show to the 
whole student body. 
 

With creative and dynamic storytelling, Mission Viejo High School illustrates the ancient legend of 
timeless love and bravery in “The Unloved.” 
 
 

by Lindsey Nielsen of Dana Hills 
 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 

Mission Viejo High School's lovely production of "The Unloved" 
 
There is a fine line between love and hate that "The Unloved" profoundly showcases through complex 

love triangles, frightening battles, and elegant choreography. The realistic mix between some dramatic 
seriousness and comedic relief helps bring life to the mixed emotions regarding love. 
 
The young daredevil Tristan, played by Jacob Beaver is a Frenchman who possesses bravery and honor 

as he defends King Mark's (Liam Shannon) home, Cornwall from Ireland and prince Morholt (Logan 
Booth). After triumphantly rescuing King Mark's people, Tristan sets sail on yet another adventure in 
finding the woman King Mark wishes to marry. This takes a devastatingly complicated toll on all involved 

once Tristan finds King Mark's wife to be and falls madly in love with her. 
 
Kayla Holliday's ravishing narration and captivating stage presence as Whitehands allowed her to 
gracefully describe the story taking place and preserve her astonishing emotions for the climax of the 

show. She carried herself with poise and confidence contrasting to the originally timid and shy Brangian 
(McKenzie Norris) who would go to strenuous lengths to assist and please her mistress, Iseult (Kaylia 
Pham). Over time, McKenzie transformed her character into a more confident and truer version of herself 

that was dreadfully Unloved. 
 
Costumes by Emily Collins alongside hair and makeup by McKenna Dement used color and style to reflect 
the characters emotions and headspace. Iseult's (Kaylia Pham) dresses progressed from floral and 

peaceful to pure white with a red veil accent. This displayed her desires to be with Tristan clashing with 
her innocence. At the height of her love affair with Tristan her dress was completely red and, in the end, 
switched back to the pure white. Brangian's (McKenzie Norris) hair is pulled back and neatly tucked away 

in the beginning and later let down into loose curls after losing her innocence for Iseult which releases 
her wilder and freer yet saddened attitude. 
 
Expressing intimacy can be difficult, but choreographers, Jacob Beaver and Kaylia Pham gracefully used 

their choreography to showcase a multitude of heartfelt intimate moments onstage. Their work with 



bungee cords alluringly intensified the emotions and affection between their characters, Tristan and 
Iseult as they fell in love. 

 
Mission Viejo Highschool's "The Unloved" demonstrates how necessary love is but also how much 
damage it can cause. 
 

 
by Makena Schendel of Dana Hills 
 

-------------------------------------------------- 
 
Mission Viejo High School Presents a Lovely Production of "The Unloved" 
 

"The Unloved" is a play based on the story of The Romance of Tristan and Iseult. This play is a tale of 
forbidden love where a girl is forced to marry a king but is in love with another. 
 

In the beginning of this show Morholt, the prince of Ireland, played by Logan Booth stole the show with 
his hilarious presentation of his character. Although not a big part in the show, he entered the show with 
so much energy and was very interesting to watch. 
 

Furthermore, Kenny Cook's portrayal of Frocin was very convincing. Kenny was able to clearly show the 
love he felt for the king and the jealousy he had for the people the king cared most about. 
 
With that said, Kayla Holliday as Whitehands was wonderful. Throughout the show, she had a very 

neutral reaction due to everything making her seem to just be the narrator, but as the story progressed, 
and it was revealed that she was actually Tristan's (Jacob Beaver) wife it was evident that she had fallen 
to a one-sided love. 

 
Another great component of this show was the chemistry between Jacob Beaver's Tristan and Kaylia 
Pham's Iseult. The two were very comfortable with each other and it was obvious the love the two felt 
for each other. 

 
In addition to that, when Iseult and Tristan first fall in love, the dance Jacob and Kaylia share was very 
captivating and beautiful. The way the two danced together was a great way to demonstrate the love 

they had for one another. 
 
Likewise, it was very interesting how the choreography told the story when words did not. The dancing 
kept the show fresh and also gave a more artistic way of showing the love and pain throughout the 

characters. 
 
The hair by Emily Collins and McKenna Dement really helped distinguish each character. For example, the 

Queen of Ireland's (Sofia Migliaccio) hair was up for the beginning of the show to give a professional look 
but was down during the wedding showing she was able to really let loose. Also Kalia Pham's hair was 
always down except for a few strands in the front tied back to show the freedom Iseult craves. 
 

Mission Viejo High School's "The Unloved" shows the sadness and bitterness of a typically wonderful 
thing such as love. 
 

 
by Serena Pearl of Dana Hills 
 
-------------------------------------------------- 

 



Taking a Longing Gaze at "The Unloved" from Mission Viejo 
 

A man lies wounded on a hammock in a colorful Club, seemingly unaware of the band playing beside 
him. As the final song concludes, the owner of the Club, Whitehands, introduces the performers as the 
Unloved. Having suffered rejection and desperately yearning for requited love, they stare wistfully out at 
the audience before making way for King Mark of Cornwall and Frocin, who announce the impending 

Irish invasion as the mysterious man, Tristan, makes his appearance. 
 
King Mark, played by Liam Shannon, is the spitting image of an articulate and composed leader, working 

to reassure his people despite the bleakness of their predicament. However, after his meeting with Iseult 
(Kaylia Pham), Shannon emphasizes the shift in King Mark's character with yearning gazes and tender 
proclamations of love, and the revelation of the affair between Tristan (Jacob Beaver) and Iseult turns his 
tone of voice inconsolably bitter and dejected. 

 
In sharp contrast to the calm Mark, the boisterous and condescending Morholt, portrayed by Logan 
Booth, strides onto the stage accompanied by his company of jeering soldiers. Getting into King Mark's 

face, shoving Tristan around, and making snide remarks while supported by his entourage, Booth 
establishes Morholt as a hateful and seemingly remorseless conqueror. However, Booth's sorrowful, 
desperate calls for Iseult, after his defeat at the hands of Tristan, reveal the veiled humanity of his 
character. 

 
The costumes (Emily Collins and McKenna Dement) employed a variety of differently colored garments, 
which both depicted the styles of the sixties and represented the characteristics & emotions of the 
characters wearing them. For example, the King of Ireland (Preston Veravanich) wears a suit and tie of a 

green, orange, and white color scheme to reflect the national colors of Ireland, and the Unloved 
(Ensemble) all wear black hoodies and jackets to demonstrate their somber and miserable state of mind. 
 

High-energy, awe-inspiring music is fused with a solemn atmosphere of melancholy in Mission Viejo's 
"The Unloved," musing on the double-edged nature of romance in this tale of two star-crossed lovers 
and, perhaps more importantly, those left heartbroken in the wake of their choices. 
 

 
by Abraham Nguyen of Fountain Valley 
 

-------------------------------------------------- 
 
Mission Viejo rocks the house in “The Unloved' 
 

Smoke and sorrow permeate the air in the Club of the Unloved, a space previously known as the Mission 
Viejo High School Theatre. As they find their seats, the audience is transported to the 1960s by the 
moody beatnik atmosphere and live band's rock-and-roll covers. 

 
An original twist on the tragic legend of Tristan and Iseult, "The Unloved" follows the adulterous love 
between the titular characters (Jacob Beaver and Kaylia Pham) through the eyes of the Love spotters, a 
loveless ensemble doomed to watching from the outside. 

 
Kayla Holliday as Whitehands, owner of the nightclub and effective narrator of the show, milks every 
word with precise diction and melodic cadence, whether crooning or conversing. She maintains her cool 

and subtly bitter exterior before revealing herself as Tristan's wife; in an instant, the narrator transforms 
into a fleshed-out character with a full capacity for love and, in turn, heartbreak. As her husband cries 
out for another woman, Holliday screams and sobs, looking out at the audience with desperate and 
panic-stricken eyes. 

 



Kenny Cook provides comic relief as the king's devoted and bumbling aide, Frocin. Often breaking the 
fourth wall, his resolve to win his king's love is hilarious. However, Cook shows his range in moments of 

victory and defeat; when King Mark (Liam Shannon) rejects him and he must join the Unloved, Cook's 
gleeful expression shatters and posture sinks. 
 
Jacob Beaver and Kaylia Pham's choreography consolidates the show. Juxtaposed against the lyrical, 

rhythmic dialogue, the dancing is wild and expressive. 
 
Tristan and Iseult (whom Beaver and Pham also portray) dance to chaotic and graceful choreography in 

"Wild Thing", which incorporates the set's bungee cords. As choreographers, Pham and Beaver navigate 
several different portrayals of love with tact, never sacrificing creativity for clarity or vice versa. 
 
Emily Collins and McKenna Dement's work on costumes adds another essential layer of meaning to the 

production. Iseult's first dress, floral with green tones, marks her innocence and loyalty to Ireland. Her 
wedding dress, though white to represent King Mark, has a red underskirt and veil to symbolize her love 
and passion for Tristan. When she completely chooses Tristan, her red dress reflects the decision. 

 
The magnificent cast and crew of Mission Viejo's "The Unloved" provide a fresh perspective on a classic 
tragedy, proving that heartbreak is the most arduous pain of all. 
 

 
by Delaney Schultz of Fountain Valley 
 
-------------------------------------------------- 

 
Mission Viejo steals hearts with their performance of “The Unloved.” 
 

Through lyrical dance, a Club setting, and 60's themed music, Mission Viejo High School tells a story of 
forbidden love, based on the medieval legend of Tristan and Iseult. After killing the Irish Prince Morholt, 
Tristan is sent by King Mark of Cornwall to Ireland, where he is ordered to bring Princess Iseult of Ireland 
to Cornwall so she shall marry King Mark and make peace between the two nations. However, in a turn 

of events, Iseult and Tristan drink love potions and form an undying, dangerous love. 
 
The choreography of the show breathtakingly intrigued the audience. One number that stood out was 

used during Tristan (Jacob Beaver) and Iseult's (Kaylia Pham) journey back to Cornwall. The song was 
upbeat, and Tristan and Iseult kept perfect timing with each other as they drank a love potion from wine 
bottles. Choreographers (Jacob Beaver and Kaylia Pham) creatively incorporated the set into the number 
by attaching a bungee to a large pulley onstage and using it to gracefully fly across the set. The 

chemistry between the two dancers and their intimate choreography effectively enveloped the growing 
desire between Iseult and Tristan. 
 

The ensemble of the show sparked curiosity among the crowd because of their mysterious actions during 
the pre-show concert. Referred to as "members of the Club of the Unloved", the ensemble did a great job 
of using facial expressions to encapsulate their desperation for love. Before the show started, the 
Unloved creeped around the audience members in all black (which represented the Unloved) and 

binoculars. They held notepads and mysteriously scribbled depressing messages and handed them to the 
audience members. During the play, the ensemble struggled with delivering lines together in a united 
fashion, but overall the ensemble showed great chemistry as they followed the main characters 

throughout their journey. 
 
Props, developed by Arielle Perez and Gabby Onasa, provided great contribution to the set when 
locations were changed. Props were usually used by the ensemble in the form of hats, such as when the 

ensemble wore shrubbery on their heads to form a forest around Tristan and Iseult. The prop teams' use 



of headwear added a layer of complexity and creativity to the show. 
 

Mission Viejo's IB Theatre HL2 Class transformed an ancient legend into an eye-catching, beautiful 
performance that left audiences amazed. 
 
by Sofia Barrows of Godinez Fundamental 

 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 

Mission Viejo's “The Unloved” Leads With its Heart 
 
There is a Club out there. It's not fun, or magical, or enjoyable but rather sad, depressing, and its 
members hate being there. This is the Club of the Unloved. There is another Club, the Club of the 

Beloved but they can't get in there. It seems these figures in black hoodies can only tell stories of love 
they will never find as they tell the story of Tristan and Iseult. 
 

Jacob Beaver leads with his heart as Tristan. He has great physicality as he bravely jumps into battle 
chest first to when his heart is near exploding at the potential thought of never seeing his love again near 
the end of the show. 
 

Kaylia Pham swoons and sways as the love-struck Iseult. Kaylia Pham does a great job with her 
physicality initially resisting lunging and attacking Tristan to transitioning to the slow, calm, and serene 
dances of love represented in the show. Kaylia also has clear diction and is exceptionally expressive as 
she figures out who she must love and how to follow her heart. 

 
Liam Shannon royally graces the stage as King Mark. Liam does an excellent job leading with his mind at 
first as he stands straight and tall when addressing his court and audience but leans with his heart when 

he meets Iseult as he learns to rule from his heart rather than his mind. 
 
The Unloved are the observers, the love-seekers, always seeing and observing but never interfering with 
love. The Unloved seek love from others as they scan the audience with binoculars and take notes on 

certain audience members. The Unloved are a supportive and fun ensemble that works with each other 
well overall in their quest for love. 
 

Jacob Beaver and Kaylia Pham tell the legend of Tristan and Iseult through motion and choreography. 
Choreography is extremely clever, whether it is a dance scene with two lovers as they swing around and 
flirt with each other or a happy Irish dance. Every scene with choreography was planned and executed 
exceptionally well. 

 
The Heartbreakers band are extremely well organized and played. The Heartbreakers band perform main 
stage songs never missing a beat but also play lighter background songs all across the show, reflecting 

what's happening both literally and emotionally throughout the show. 
  
“The Unloved” is a show that leads with its heart, intriguing characters, excellent choreography, and an 
outstanding band of Heartbreakers as it shows us what love could be. 

 
 
by Teyo Jacobson of Laguna Hills 

 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 
Mission Viejo’s “The Unloved”  



 
Love is rare and fragile. It can be strained but when it is true love it prevails through time. It changes 

lives and brings technicolor. When it is forbidden love there is a fiery quality to it. When it is forbidden 
true love, it is unmatched by all love. This is what was seen by Mission Viejo High School's production of 
The Unloved. 
 

The play was adapted by their theatre class from the legend of The Romance of Tristan and Iseult. In the 
legend two lovers are fated to hide their love from the world. Tristan (Jacob Beaver) kills Prince Morholt 
(Logan Booth) of Ireland, being injured in the process. After this battle King Mark (Liam Shannon) asks 

for the Princess Iseult's (Kaylia Pham) hand in marriage in order to merge in peace the two lands, 
Cornwall and Ireland. Tristan and Iseult fall prey to a love potion which causes them to fall deep in love. 
Problems arise as they arrive in the kingdom of King Mark. 
 

This legend was chosen to be set in 1960s. The tech elements all supported this time period impeccably. 
The outstanding choreography direction by Kaylia Pham and Jacob Beaver included elements from the 
60s. The actors energetically danced around the stage to a variety of songs like "La Vie en Rose," "I 

Want Candy" and "Wild Thing." They utilized the bungies creating lyrical movements. The dances handled 
mature subjects such as the wedding night with taste and subtlety. It was amazing to see how they 
would tackle those scenes that were so important to the plot.  
 

The costumes were very good and portrayed the 60’s well. The makeup and hair were slick and 
accompanied the costumes with elegance. For example, the character of Whitehands played by Kayla 
Holliday had sunglasses that became a part of her character's blocking which was very clever.  
 

The publicity of the show was so creative. Their usage of a scavenger hunt at a theatre festival was very 
smart and created a fun buzz. The stage management was so dedicated to this production, with thorough 
notes. There were over 200 lighting cues and 13 sound cues! Their diligence showed onstage with every 

cue being on time and the shows technical elements going off without a hitch. 
 
The talented actors portrayed their characters with ease. Jacob Beaver and Kaylia had amazing onstage 
chemistry. They showed how Iseult and Tristan were inseparable, bouncing back together like magnets 

when separated. Liam Shannon's portrayal of the powerful King Mark made for an interesting conflict. 
Although Morholt was not present for long, he made a long-lasting impact. Mackenzie Norris as Brangian 
and Kenny Cook as Frocin were a delight! They both brought so much depth to the character and had 

amazing light moments. Their comedic timing was perfect. The character of Whitehands was so complex 
and served as the hopeful yet cynical narrator. The Unloved ensemble were a great addition and the 
choice to have them serve as a Greek chorus of sorts was very smart. The legend and the school's 
adaptation of it told a lesson. It was that true love always will come back for you with a white sail even 

through death. 
 
by Imani Brutlag of Mater Dei 

 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 
Mission Viejo's "The Unloved" should be cherished 

 
Figures clad in black slump around the Club of the Unloved as bouncers, distributing show programs and 
depressing notes with gaunt faces, direct the seating. They gather to tell the Arthurian folklore turned 

1960s tragedy of Iseult and Tristan, a whirlwind romance of potions, dedication, and the yearning of 
love. 
 
Costumes (Emily Collins) fascinatingly reflect relationship status. The Love spotters, having no love in life, 

wear black hoodies, glasses, and binoculars, pairing with hollow eyes and cheeks in makeup (McKenna 



Dement). Characters that lose love correspondingly don black jackets in a heart-wrenching manner - 
joining The Club of the Unloved and the Love spotters. Iseult, blessedly loved in retro dresses ranging 

green to white with red petticoat that intensifies to lustful red once choosing Tristan over King Mark, her 
husband. 
 
Choreography (Jacob Beaver and Kaylia Pham) parallels the lyrical, hip hop, or 1960s intent, delivering 

styles astonishingly. In "Wild Thing", Iseult and Tristan accidently - and purposefully - fall under a love 
potion with elastic and vivacious choreography. Vaulting skyward with bungies, the lovers display fluidity, 
their zeal radiating throughout the dance and every time they sensually dip down to passionately kiss. 

Styles, true to the steady arms of Irish dance and 60s' icon moves, are vibrantly executed by the cast and 
steadily supported by the carefully reinforced set. 
 
Beaver plays Tristan with keen intense subtlety, in a boisterous yet rigid stance rooting in self-assurance, 

but also the details of his eyes' constant training on Iseult. Pham as Iseult adeptly incites their natural 
connection with bold, soft, and encompassing caresses paired with loving stares. Her emotional apex at 
Tristan's death painstakingly spares no vocal cord, wailing hoarsely as her face heartbreakingly contorts. 

 
The Club of the Unloved owner Whitehands (Kayla Holliday) expressively narrates while staring longingly 
at the lovers. When Whitehands' Club of the Unloved membership is revealed as Tristan's unwanted wife, 
Holliday's calm demeanor artfully breaks from her sophisticated style, screaming painfully and flailing with 

crazed and watered eyes. Her shaking mouth agape at her husband's death, Holliday centers herself once 
more, breathing deeply with hollow eyes as she resigns fully to the Unloved. 
 
Onstage, The Heartbreakers underscores with a fifteen-song repertoire. The student band sets the Club 

atmosphere with soulful love songs and memorable performances by Gingersnap (McKenzie Norris). 
 
"Unloved" stirs romance's desire in all; its burning devotion never caring for the fall. 

  
 
 
by Olivia Orellana of Santa Margarita Catholic 

 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 

Mission Viejo’s “The Unloved” 
 
As the band starts playing, Iseult and Tristan encounter one another, setting fate into motion. A sweet 
encounter turns into fight as Iseult takes out a knife to avenge Morholt, her brother, who was brutally 

killed by Tristan. As an Irish princess, Iseult is later forced to marry King Mark, Tristan's benefactor, and 
joins Tristan on a ship to Cornwall. Mistaking a love potion with wine, both Tristan and Iseult fall in love, 
something that can only end in tragedy. 

 
Mission Viejo's production of “The Unloved” is anchored by the cast's immense vocal and acting skills. 
Splendid choreography and coordination further complimented the musical. 
 

Kaylia Pham, who plays Iseult, was especially noteworthy. Kaylia's sharp movements and impeccable 
stage presence naturally draws the audience's attention towards her. As she soars across the stage in a 
flurry of movements, Kaylia's choreography creates a nice contrast that highlights her gradual love for 

Tristan, all of which is augmented by her facial expressions. Never missing a beat, Kaylia uses her vocal 
and acting talent to show the tragic tale of Iseult's forbidden love for Tristan. 
 
As Iseult's lover, Tristan is brought to life by Jacob Beaver's clear voice and fierce hand motions. As Jacob 

Beaver took the stage, his clear voice and smooth movements created a suspenseful mood. His 



impeccable coordination helped augment his fight scenes and meshed wonderfully with Kaylia's, bringing 
to life choreography and love. 

 
Stuck in the middle of Tristan's and Iseult's love for one another, Whitehands is forced to look on as the 
man she loves falls deeper and deeper in love with another. At first, Kayla Holliday portrays Whitehands 
as both overwhelmingly confident and distant through her elegant posture and smooth voice. However, 

her confidence falls and her emotions start shining through as her posture deliberately slouches and her 
voice becomes desperate, touches that create a surreal image of unrequited love. 
 

Tech was phenomenal and helped immerse the viewers into the magical 1960s land of love and suffering. 
In the background, the band's music set the mood of the scene without being distracting or interruptive. 
In fact, the music accentuates the scenes to create a vivid world of forbidden love. As the music lowers 
into suspense, Iseult and Tristan fall deeper and deeper in love, signaling their tragic fall into the hands 

of fate. 
 
Through black hoodies, members of The Unloved Club were able to effectively blend into the background 

while simultaneously distinguishing themselves from the rest of the actors. As character after character 
fell into unrequited love, they donned a black hoodie, a symbolic representation of their fall into grief. 
 
Mission Viejo High School's artistic reenactment of Iseult’s and Tristan's tragic love, dubbed “The 

Unloved”, combines exceptional acting and tech to draw viewers into a vivid world of tragedy and 
suffering. 
 
by Italivi Diaz of St. Margaret’s 

 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 

Mission Viejo's production of "The Unloved" is quite Lovable 
 
What happens if you take a classic tragedy of two lovers who share a forbidden love and tell it from the 
point of view of a Club owner in the 1960s? Tristan is ordered by his King to ask for the hand of Iseult for 

his majesty, but on the way home he and Iseult end up falling in love. 
 
Leading the cast is Jacob Beaver, as Tristan, who commands the stage with his persona, puffing out his 

chest when proud and later becoming small when heartbroken. He is complemented by his lover Iseult, 
played by Kaylia Pham, who provides at first a sensible side to the relationship but then slowly unravels 
as the show goes on. The chemistry between these two is shown through their banter as well as dance 
numbers. 

 
Constantly watching and telling the story is Whitehands, played by Kayla Holliday, who slides across the 
stage in all the elegance of her title as Club owner. In contrast is the hilarious Frocin, played by Kenny 

Cook, who’s over the top love of King Mark (Liam Shannon) makes you laugh and feel sorry for him in his 
heartbreaking moments as well. 
 
The Choreography (Jacob Beaver and Kaylia Pham) never ceased to amaze whether during heartbreaking 

scenes or dancing crazily to "I Want Candy." The use of the bungees showed how they were able to 
utilize every part of the stage effectively. Stage management (Sophia Berry) went without a hitch and 
every cue was called flawlessly to ensure a smooth show. 

 
The Unloved ensemble added to the show in every way possible, and every single member was 
constantly engaged and completely dedicated to their role in the story. Staring emotionlessly at the 
audience and then becoming immensely full of life and energy for the next scene, this ensemble tied the 

show together. 



 
The Hearbreakers Band really completed the Club vibe and the vocalists sang beautifully both before the 

show and during. The combination of this band with the choreography created a stunning and moving 
effect that was truly captivating. 
 
Through the combined effort of the cast, crew, and band, Mission Viejo turned "The Unloved" into a truly 

lovable production. 
 
 

by Rylan Rodrigues-Zahn of St. Margarets 
 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 

The Beloved 
 
 

 
“The Unloved” is performed by Mission Viejo High School's IB theatre class. It is a romantic, dramatic, 
and heart-wrenching love story. The story follows Tristan and Iseult, two star-crossed and forbidden 
lovers, who come from extremely different backgrounds. This story takes place in the late 1960s, in the 

nightclub of The Unloved which is owned by the mysterious Whitehands. 
 
        The choreography is sleek, simple, but effective. It is done by two students, Jacob Beaver, and 
Kaylia Pham who also play Tristan and Iseult. During emotional scenes, such as the after-wedding scenes 

with King Mark and Brangian, the emotion runs high. Emotions are brought to life through lyrical dance 
movements. The creativity shines bright during the bungee, acrobatic dance number, with Tristan and 
Iseult almost flying, symbolizing the character's newly found love.  

 
        The ensemble, or better known as "The Unloved" really stands out and brings the show together, 
like the missing puzzle piece. These actors stood out from each other by the way they portray their 
characters. From small personality aspects to deep sadness, the ensemble understands the roles they are 

playing, because their characters, (The Unloved) feel and show the emotion of rejection, because they 
are and will never be loved. The makeup leads Emily Collins and McKenna Dement do a wonderful job of 
showcasing the "dead and hollowed out look, " with pale, sickly makeup choices. All of The Unloved were 

highly interactive with the audience. Before the show started, they passed out random notes to audience 
members which was fun, and added more mysterious elements to the show 
. 
        Actors who took their characters to the next level, emotionally and physically, are Liam Shannon, 

who plays King Mark with such a compelling amount of feeling, with very clear stage presence. McKenzie 
Norris plays Iseult's maid Brangian with comedic effects. Moreover, in the second act, her raw emotional 
performance balances out, and she becomes an "Unloved" was heartbreaking, perfect execution. 

 
Mission Viejo High School did an excellent job putting on The Unloved, with their amazing use of hair and 
makeup, set building, and acting.  
 

by Isabel Grad of Trabuco Hills 
 
-------------------------------------------------- 

 
Mission Viejo's "The Unloved" 
 
"The Unloved" is a love story about Tristan and Iseult who drank a love potion and fell into a secret love 

for each other. Based in the 1960s, the Unloved nightclub is exclusive to anyone who has lost love. Are 



Iseult and Tristan really in love or will they go to the Club of the Unloved? 
 

The story is brought to life with the leads, Iseult (played by Kaylia Pham) and Tristan (Jacob Beaver). 
The tension between the two is irresistible and tugs at the heart strings. The way they danced the nights 
away with each other showed the chemistry and connection very well. 
 

The supporting leads did a remarkable job telling the story and bringing a sense of direction. Kayla 
Holliday plays Whithands and she fills the room with emotion in a narrating type role. The way she brings 
pain and a little bit of comedic relief is wonderfully portrayed. Liam Shannon does an unbelievable job 

showing the emotions of King Mark. He is compelling when showing the feeling of being betrayed by 
Tristan and Iseult. He shows the perfect understanding of how irrational one can be when they are 
hurting. Kenny Cook plays Frocin, King Marks right hand man, who brings a hilarity and stage presence to 
the show like no other. He engages the audience with almost every line he has, which is very refreshing. 

 
The ensemble (The Unloved) brings so much diversity and comedy to the show. They all wore black 
hoodies and glasses to show that are bouncers or attendees of the Unloved nightclub which is a really 

great touch the costumer, Emily Collins, ties in. They each have different characters and sense of making 
sure they are not upstaging the action on stage. Everyone has great stage presence but Luke Starr and 
Sofia Migliaccio stands out the most, reigning in their diverse and true characters.   
 

The beauty of the show is in the live band. It brings in the way of the 1960s with the songs they play and 
indicates the nightclub idea. There were many vocalists that sound absolutely astonishing and have the 
60s voice vibes. One soloist that stands out is McKenzie Norris, whose stage name is Ginger Snap. She 
rocks the stage with RESPECT. The way they tie in the songs with the emotion of the scene or action 

going on is very smart and helps the understanding of the show. 
 
Overall a fun, heart-tugging, must see show.  

 
by Jaclyne Schoen of Trabuco Hills 
 
 

 
 

 


